
Evaluating Sensory Function
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Key Points
֍ Evaluation should look at the whole child.

֍ Try to observe the child in different 

environments- look at functional capability.

֍ OTs are assessing all the time.

֍ Understanding sensory functioning helps     

us understand behavior and motor skills.

֍ Evaluation provides a snapshot of that day.

֍ Strengths-based perspective
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Sensoryhealth.org
A great resource for sensory information gathering
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Red Flags
Great information gathering tools
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Classroom Sensory 
Symptom Checklist
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Sensory 
Processing 
Measure, 
2nd Ed
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Introduction

• Can sometimes miss still need to look at different environments and different 

people who know the child

• Sensory kids can be different in different environments

• Parents don’t always und how to answer

• Many items vs few items/frequency/intensity

• Planning & Ideas and Social Participation as separate pieces
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The SPM-2 is a comprehensive assessment instrument with unique forms in 

each of five age levels: Infant/Toddler, Preschool, Child, Adolescent, and Adult. 

At each level, forms may be used independently or jointly to provide an 

overview of a client's sensory functioning across multiple environments and 

raters.
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Example: Parent Questions SPM2 Preschool Home Form
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Special Features
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• Ability to identify sensory vulnerabilities by 

using individual item analysis

• Opportunities to look at function with input from 

a variety of raters (teacher, parent, individual 

self-report, other teachers/bus driver)

• Preschool (2-5 years) Home Form and School 

Form

• Child (5-12 years) Home Form and School 

Form AND School Environments forms (Art, 

Bus, Cafeteria, Music, Physical Ed., Recess)



Computer Scoring - Sample
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Interpretation

• Window of tolerance

• Arousal state/autonomic/activation

• Sensory responsivity and recovery

• Quality of movement

Modulation – Social/Emotional

• Perceiving and understanding subtle 
differences

• Postural adjustment and ability to 
maintain upright and respond to gravity

Discrimination-Skills/Postural
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Thank you

Erin Taylor and Barbara Luborsky

Send me your phone # so I can add 

you to the CoP Ghana WhatsApp 

group where I will share a link to a list 

of resources from each of today’s 

presenters related to today’s 

presentations.

montessori4inclusion@gmail.com 
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